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SECTIUNEA VI: ISTORIE

EPOPEEA DESCOPERIRII MORMANTULUI LUI TUTANKHAMON: iNTRE
LEGENDA SI ADEVAR ISTORIC

THE EPIC OF THE DISCOVERY OF TUTANKHAMUN'S TOMB:
BETWEEN LEGEND AND HISTORICAL TRUTH
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Rezumat: Prezenta cercetare investigheaza epopeea arheologica din Valea Regilor,
fixand ca obiectiv prioritar delimitarea adevarului istoric de straturile de mitologie
modernd care au deformat perceptia publica asupra evenimentelor. Cercetarea analizeaza
rolul fundamental jucat de arheologul Howard Carter si de sustinatorul sau financiar,
Lordul Carnarvon, a caror perseverenta a condus la identificarea mormantului KV62 in
toamna anului 1922.

Dincolo de spectacolul vizual, studiul evidentiaza valoarea inestimabild a acestui
tezaur funerar, privit ca o fereastrd esentiald catre intelegerea Dinastiei a XVII-a a
Egiptului Antic. Autenticitatea demersului este garantata de utilizarea riguroasa a surselor
istoriografice diverse si a documentelor de epocad, instrumente ce permit separarea faptelor
concrete de senzationalismul ieftin. O atentie deosebitd este acordata demitizarii asa-
numitului ,, Blestem al Faraonului”, autorul operdnd o distinctie clara intre datele
arheologice brute si naratiunile fantastice tesute de presa vremii. Lucrarea reuseste astfel
sd ofere o viziune unitarad §i echilibrata, demonstrdnd modul in care rigoarea stiintifica a
pionierilor arheologiei s-a impletit cu ecoul cultural global al descoperirii. Prin acest filtru
critic, se restabileste primatul documentului istoric in fata speculatiei, consolidind
importanta descoperirii pentru istoria universald.

Rezultatul este o analiza densa care omagiaza efortul academic, salvand mostenirea
lui Tutankhamon din sfera fictiunii pentru a o reda circuitului stiintific legitim. Identificarea
recentd a ,,mumiei de noroi” din anul 1207 i.Hr. constituie o descoperire arheologica de o
importanta deosebita, atestand utilizarea unei carapace inedite din sedimente ca solutie
tehnicd pentru conservarea sau restaurarea trupului, fapt ce releva adaptabilitatea
practicilor funerare egiptene in raport cu resursele economice §i contextul social al epocii.

Cuvinte-cheie: Tutankhamon, Valea Regilor, Mormantul KV62, Howard Carter,
Lord Carnarvon, tezaur funerar

Abstract: This paper investigates the archaeological epic of the Valley of the Kings,
setting as its primary objective the demarcation of historical truth from the layers of modern
mythology that have distorted public perception of these events. The research analyzes the
fundamental roles played by archaeologist Howard Carter and his benefactor, Lord
Carnarvon, whose perseverance led to the identification of tomb KV62 in the autumn of
1922.
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Beyond the visual spectacle, the study highlights the inestimable value of this funerary
treasure, viewed as an essential window into understanding the Eighteenth Dynasty of
Ancient Egypt. The authenticity of the endeavor is guaranteed by the rigorous use of diverse
historiographical sources and period documents—tools that allow for the separation of
concrete facts from cheap sensationalism. Particular attention is devoted to debunking the
so-called "Curse of the Pharaoh," with the author operating a clear distinction between raw
archaeological data and the fantastic narratives woven by the press of the era.
Consequently, the work provides a unified and balanced vision, demonstrating how the
scientific rigor of archaeological pioneers intertwined with the global cultural echo of the
discovery. Through this critical filter, the primacy of the historical document is restored
over speculation, consolidating the discovery's importance for universal history.

The result is a dense analysis that honors academic effort, rescuing Tutankhamun’s
legacy from the realm of fiction to restore it to the legitimate scientific circuit. Furthermore,
the recent identification of the "mud mummy,” dating to 1207 BC, constitutes an
archaeological discovery of particular significance, attesting to the use of an unprecedented
sediment shell as a technical solution for the preservation or restoration of the body—a fact
that reveals the adaptability of Egyptian funerary practices in relation to the economic
resources and social context of the epoch.

Keywords: Tutankhamun, Valley of the Kings, Tomb KV62, Howard Carter, Lord
Carnarvon, Funerary assemblage
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