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Abstract. This study examines the Turkiye-European Union relations of the Zafer Party, which
was recently established in Turkiye and has been on the agenda with its discourses. The study
consists of three chapters. In the first chapter, the definition of the Radical Right Party is
made conceptually, and its general discourses are put forward. In the second chapter, the
Radical Right Parties in Europe are examined and their discourses about the European Union
are discussed. In the third chapter, the Zafer Party's view of the European Union and Turkiye-
EU relations is examined. In this study, the program of the Zafer Party, its manifesto and the
Umit Ozdag's discourses were examined. In the Zafer Party, both the discourses of Chairman
Umit Ozdag and the discourses of other party members were examined and an evaluation
was made with the claim that the Zafer Party was the first example of the Radical Right
Parties in Europe in Tirkiye. Both the discourses of Umit Ozdag and the discourses of other
party members were examined and an evaluation was made with the claim that the Zafer
Party is the first example of the Radical Right Parties in Europe in Turkiye.

Keywords: Zafer Party, The European Union, Radical Right Party, Discourse, Tlirkiye.

Rezumat. Studiul examineaza relatiile Turcia-Uniunea Europeana ale Partidului Zafer, care a
fost recent infiintat in Turcia si a fost pe ordinea de zi cu discursurile sale. Studiul consta din
trei capitole. In primul capitol, definitia Partidului Dreapta Radicald este ficutd conceptual,
iar discursurile sale generale sunt prezentate. in al doilea capitol, sunt examinate partidele
de dreapta radicala din Europa si sunt discutate discursurile lor despre Uniunea Europeana.
In cel de-al treilea capitol, este examinat3 viziunea Partidului Zafer cu privire la Uniunea
Europeana si relatiile Turcia-UE. Tn acest studiu au fost examinate programul Partidului Zafer,
manifestul sdu si discursurile Umit Ozdag. In Partidul Zafer, au fost examinate atat
discursurile presedintelui Umit Ozdag, cat si discursurile altor membri de partid si s-a facut o
evaluare cu afirmatia ca Partidul Zafer a fost primul exemplu de partide de dreapta radicala
din Europa in Turcia. Au fost examinate atat discursurile lui Umit Ozdag, cat si ale altor
membri de partid si s-a facut o evaluare cu afirmatia ca Partidul Zafer este primul exemplu
de partide de dreapta radicala din Europa in Turcia.

Cuvinte cheie: Partidul Zafer, Uniunea Europeand, Partidul Dreptatei Radicale, Discurs, Tiirkiye.
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1. Introduction

A political party, which is the name of the structure formed by individuals who share
similar political views to govern a country is one of the sine qua non for countries governed
by democracy. Political parties, whose aim is to seize political power, try to raise the
awareness of the people living in the country against the problems, to form public opinion,
to convey the demands, demands and criticisms of the society to the political decision-
makers. The most important element in political parties is the party leader and sympathizers.
Because people in the political party enter all levels of society and influence them. For this
reason, political parties, regardless of which system and type they are, are one of the main
elements in the political mechanism in a country [1].

The Zafer Party, which was founded in Turkiye in 2021 and influenced Turkiye’s
agenda, is the first European-style radical right party in Turkiye in terms of its discourses and
method. The Zafer Party, founded by Umit Ozdag on August 26, 2021, aims to carry Turkiye
to power along the lines of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk and Turkish nationalism [2]. The Zafer
Party, which criticizes both the government and the opposition for its policies, says that it
has emerged as a third option for Turkiye, that Turkiye is facing invasion as in the period of
the National Struggle because of the presence of eight million refugees and fugitives, so
these people will be sent back to their countries as soon as possible [2]. The Zafer Party,
which has Ataturkist, nationalist, anti-immigrant, Turanist, nationalist and Idealist ideologies,
has begun to be characterized as the representative of the radical right party in Turkiye in
the European style.

The Zafer Party, which describes itself as the voice of society because of its view on
the migrant problem, also sees the European Union and Turkiye's relations with the European
Union differently from other political parties in Turkiye. The aim of this study is to examine
the perspective of the Zafer Party, a radical right-wing party in the European style, on the
European Union and Turkiye-EU relations. The study consists of three parts. In the first part,
radical right parties are examined conceptually and discursively. In the second part, some of
the radical right parties that are influential in the political platform in Europe and their
discourses on the EU are examined. In the third part, first of all, whether it is a radical right
party through the discourses of the Zafer Party is examined and the Zafer Party's view of the
European Union and Turkiye-EU relations is discussed. In this study, the program of the Zafer
Party, its manifesto and the discourses of Umit Ozdag were examined. In the Zafer Party, both
the discourses of Chairman Umit Ozdag and the discourses of other party members were
examined and an evaluation was made with the claim that the Zafer Party was the first
example of the Radical Right Parties in Europe in Turkiye.

2. Radical Right Party Conceptually and Discursively

Radical right parties, which have been seen in almost every period of world political
history, are the parties that are at the far right of the political spectrum and represent
extremists, defend xenophobia on the basis of racism, which has anti-social justice policies,
and oppose all discourses of other political parties, especially political and economic. Radical
right parties, which are called extreme right, populist radical right, extreme right and new
right, are known as parties that accept homogeneous structure in society, defend
parliamentary democracy, oppose liberal democracy and are xenophobic [3]. When examined
the studies, there is no consensus on what exactly the ideologies of radical right parties are.
A large number of definitions and ideological features related to radical right parties are
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revealed. In general, the prominent features related to radical right parties are populism,
nationalism, radicalism, racism, xenophobia [4].

Radical right parties first emerged as a philosophical idea after the French Revolution.
It continued to exist by showing changes in the following processes [5]. In the 19th century,
Radical Right parties emerged as an alternative to liberalism, with an idea opposed to the
ideas of liberals and socialists [6]. In the 20th century, radical right parties acted with
nationalist ideas and were seen as fascism, especially in countries such as Italy and Germany
[7].- The radical right parties, which were hit hard after the Second World War, lost their
influence in the new order. Because nationalism lost its influence with the European
Economic Community (EEC/EU), which was established in the process of restructuring Europe
after the war. Over time, the problems in the EU and its inability to respond to the problems
in Europe caused radical parties to approach the EU with suspicion and they began to increase
their influence. Especially since the 1980s, radical right parties that have re-emerged have
chosen to act with discourses such as xenophobia, racism, nationalism and anti-immigrant
sentiment [8].

It is not easy to find the common features of radical right parties. Because the
characteristics of these parties vary according to the countries where they are located. On the
other hand, it is not correct to say that radical parties do not have similar characteristics. In
this sense, the first similar feature of radical right parties is that they are against the current
conjuncture. Radical right parties develop themselves by criticizing the discourses, actions
and policies of the ruling and opposition parties operating in the current order [9].

The second of the radical right parties’ main characteristics is nationalism. Radical
right parties, which emphasize their own national identity in every situation, also oppose the
idea of pluralism put forward by the centrist parties by saying that the individuals who make
up a nation are always a priority [10]. Because in radical right parties, which argue that the
idea of pluralism will cause separation in society and that this structure will harm the nation-
state and national sovereignty, nationalism has an understanding based on xenophobia [11].
Therefore, radical right parties want the people who make up the state to be members of that
state, and perceive people and ideas that are outside the group as a threat. When radical right
parties make such a distinction, they feed on the religious or cultural values of these elements
rather than their biological characteristics [12]. However, in doing so, rather than revealing
the superiority of national identity over other national identities, it carries out a discourse
based on the preservation of national identity and culture [13]. In this sense, radical right
parties that argue that the national identities and cultures of immigrants should be protected
emphasize that different cultures and identities should not be confused with each other,
otherwise cultures and identities will weaken and disappear. For this reason, although radical
right parties are in favor of the preservation of other identities and cultures within a state,
they hold the country’'s own culture and identity above everything else [14].

The third characteristic of radical right parties is xenophobia. Radical right parties see
everyone and everything that is not from their own nation as a foreigner and perceive it as a
threat. In this sense, radical right parties perceive the disappearance of internal borders as a
threat with the formation of European integration [15]. Although racism has changed
throughout history and has been perceived in different ways, what is important is that racism
creates another. For radical right parties, the creation of the other is cultural rather than
biological and occurs through exclusionary definitions and methods [16]. From this point of
view, it is seen that the discourses of radical right parties threaten the security of the country
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because foreigners are controlled by foreign powers, individuals in society take away their
jobs, they are a great burden on the economy, they cause crimes such as extortion,
harassment, theft and rape [17, 18].

Fourthly, it is seen that radical right parties have a fascist character. Centre parties, in
particular, define radical right parties as illegitimate fascist parties. However, in the new
period, it is seen that the radical right parties, even if they are against the existing order, have
ended their opposition to the bourgeoisie and accepted parliamentary democracy and free
market economy. On the other hand, it is seen that these parties have developed an
opposition towards immigrants, asylum seekers and foreigners [19].

Fifth, radical right parties see themselves as populist. Radical right parties with this
populist discourse, which states that the people are one, that they have a single
representative and that the administration should not be divided, say that the political
structure should go in direct proportion to the will of the people [20]. In populist discourse,
itis the elite that makes them stronger, enriches them and ignores the demands of the people.
Radical right parties, which say that the elites act against the demands of the people, say that
power should be given to the people [21]. These parties, which characterize other parties as
immoral in the process of coming to power, try to legitimize their radicalism by saying that
the people only represent them [22].

Sixth, leadership is at the forefront in radical right parties. It is said that for radical
right-wing parties, which have a highly hierarchical structure, a rapid change in society is
only possible with a charismatic leader. Finally, there is a zero-sum perspective in radical
parties. Since radical right parties are exclusive, they deal with the policies they are trying to
carry out with a zero-sum perspective. In this sense, this situation causes some of the people
living in a country to increase their earnings and the loss of earnings of another part [23].

3. Radical Right Parties in Europe and Their Discourse on the EU

Because of the stagnation in the economy after the oil crisis in 1973, the suspension
of the recruitment of guest workers in European countries and the steps to return existing
migrants caused a number of disputes and xenophobia. In other words, the increasing social
tensions after the 1973 oil crisis led to anti-foreigner and anti-immigrant sentiment and
business migration was ended in Europe. Radical right parties, which saw this environment
as an important opportunity for themselves, began to show their presence and increase their
vote share [24]. While the EU was seen as an important actor for the solution of crises in
European society, the ineffectiveness of the EU shook the belief in the EU and radical right
parties started to develop a discourse through anti-EU sentiment [25]. Especially with the
impact of the global economic crisis that seriously affected Europe, Euro-scepticism increased
and the vote share of the parties against the EU and the Euro began to increase [26]. In the
countries affected by the crisis, the implementation of austerity policies and the
ineffectiveness of the EU in order to recover from the impact of the crisis have shaken the
trust in the EU and the vote share of radical right parties that are anti-EU has increased [27].

Almost all of the radical right parties in Europe take a stance against the EU and say
that they will get rid of the EU when they come to power and withdraw the country's EU
membership. For example, the Freedom Party of Austria (Freiheitliche Partei Osterreichs-
FPO), founded in Austria in 1956, says that they are in favor of a developing Europe
throughout history and emphasizes that Europe is not so simple that it can be reduced to a
political project like the EU [28]. Acting with the slogans of Austria and Europe of the
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Motherland, FPO has developed a policy against the EU and foreigners [29]. Over time,
however, this discourse has softened. While the party's leader, Norbert Hofer, initially
supported Austria’'s departure from the EU, he softened his rhetoric over time. Hofer said that
leaving the EU now would hurt Austria economically, adding that leaving the EU could be
reconsidered if Turkiye joined the EU or the EU was centralised [30]. The Danish People's
Party (Dansk Folkeparti-DF), known in Denmark for its Euro-scepticism policies, also pursues
a Euro-scepticist policy, both because of the preservation of European culture and its anti-
immigrant stance. The Danish People's Party, which is a harsh critic of the European Union,
does not pursue a policy of Denmark’s exit from the EU. The Danish People's Party, which is
anti-federalism, advocates an intergovernmental EU. Because it firmly supports the
sovereignty of the country [31]. According to the party's work programme for 2008, the Danish
People’s Party said that Denmark would remain a sovereign state and that nothing was more
valuable than that (Danish People's Party 2008). The party's leader, Morten Messerschmidt,
said that the EU is a fragmented, dysfunctional institution, that it needs reform, and that the
EU would be better if the necessary reforms were made [32].

The Finns Party (Perussuomalaiset-PS), which was founded in Finland in 1995 and
became the second largest party in Parliament in the 2015 elections, is a serious critic of the
EU in its foreign policy discourses. The party, which has been a harsh critic of both NATO and
the EU, has said that NATO is less bad than the EU, if one had to choose. In this sense, the
Finns Party, which opposes EU integration, also opposes Finland's membership in the
Eurozone. Because the Finns Party defends the national sovereignty of Finland [33]. That is
why Laura Huhtasaari, a member of the Finns Party, said in a speech in 2017 that she would
support leaving the EU if elected President in 2018 [34]. The party's leader, Riikka Pura, also
adopts a policy both against the EU's migration policy and against the EU. Purra, who opposes
the foreign workforce, stated that Finland should also exit the Euro [35].

The Front National-National Rally (FN), founded in 1972, was renamed
Rassemblement National (RN) in 2018. The Front National initially likened the EU to a
tyranny, saying that the EU bureaucracy did not meet the demands of the people and that
they would leave the EU when they came to power [17]. Because it thinks that a federal
Europe harms their national identity and national sovereignty [36]. With the inclusion of
Eastern European countries in the European integration process, migration from these
countries to Western Europe has begun, which has increased the unemployment problem in
Western Europe. A similar situation took place during the Arab Spring and the results that
emerged brought about anti-immigrant and xenophobia. In 2002, Jean-Marie Le Pen, the
founder of the Front National, campaigned to remove France from the EU and reintroduce
the franc as the country’'s national currency [37]. In the early 2000s, the party criticized the
Schengen, Maastricht and Amsterdam agreements as the foundations for a supranational
existence that would damage to France. The Front National opposed the EU because this
would harm Europe’s values [38]. Then the Front National opposed France's exit from the EU,
the Eurozone and the Schengen area, but stressed the need for fundamental changes in these
institutions [39]. While the party's current leader, Marine Le Pen, does not want France to
leave the EU, she has been making speeches that she will break the EU's rules and tear the
EU apart from within. It is feared that this situation will harm the EU more than the Brexit
process [40].

Party for Freedom (Partij voor de Vrijheid-PVV) which was founded in 2006, is a right-
wing populist nationalist party. The party, which opposed the EU because of the transfer of
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sovereignty to the superstructure and the accession of poor countries to the EU, opposed the
EU Constitution on the grounds that the Netherlands abolished national sovereignty [41].
Because, according to the Party, if the EU Constitution is adopted, the decisions about the
Netherlands will be made by EU bureaucrats, not Dutch politicians. For this reason, he wanted
to leave the EU and return to the national currency. The Party for Freedom, a Eurosceptic
party, opposes European integration on migration grounds. So much so that when their
promises during election periods are examined, it is seen that workers coming from the new
member states of the EU have discourses such as preventing them from working in the
Netherlands, being against Turkiye’s EU membership, leaving the EU, using the national
currency, not participating in any EU activities, abolishing the European Parliament and
removing the Dutch star from the EU flag [42]. Party leader Geert Wilders also said that the
EU had come to an end, especially after the Brexit process [43].

National Democratic Party of Germany (Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands-
NPD), which was founded in 1964 and acts with a radical nationalist and populist discourse,
says that Germany has a strong economy, that the EU has an unnecessary economic burden
on Germany and that Germany should leave the Eurozone and use its national currency again.
The party, which is constantly critical of the European Union, argues that Germany is
unnecessarily part of the EU [44]. The party's leader, Frank Franz, says that he is not normally
anti-EU, but only against the existing EU order and the Euro bailouts. In such a case, he states
that he does not want Germany to be in the EU [45]. Another party in Germany, Alternative
for Germany (Alternative fur Deutschland-AFD), was founded in 2013 and has been at the
forefront with its opposition to immigration, refugees and Islam. The Euro-sceptic Party,
although initially not anti-EU, rejects the idea of a United States of Europe and advocates
Germany's transition to a national currency and Germany's separation from the Eurozone [46].
Alice Weidel, one of the party's Co-Chairs, supports Germany's continued membership in the
European Union, but calls for economically weak states such as Greece to leave the country
and expresses her belief that Germany should withdraw from the Euro [47].

The radical right party in Greece, the Golden Dawn Party (Xpuory Auyn), is known as
anti-immigrant, xenophobic, anti-Marxist and anti-Neo-Liberalism. The Golden Dawn Party,
which fundamentally opposes the EU, says that Greece should leave the EU [48]. Greece,
which was particularly seriously affected by the global economic crisis in 2008, asked for help
from organizations such as the EU and the IMF. However, because of the fact that austerity
policies were included in the aid packages of these organizations, the Greek people reacted
harshly and their perspective on the EU changed. While for Greece at the beginning the EU
was an important organization for the prosperity level of Greece and the development of
democracy, the image of the EU for Greece has changed negatively with the recent events
[49]. This negative situation against the EU in society has also found itself in the discourses
of the Golden Dawn Party. The party, which opposes the bailout, said the EU was punishing
Greece. At the same time, after the economic crisis, the leader of the Golden Dawn Party,
Nikolaos Michaloliakos, criticized the EU and said that Greece should leave the euro and
return to its national currency [50].

The Sweden Democrats (Sverigedemokraterna-SD), founded in 1988, is also known as
a right-wing populist party. The Party, which favors close cooperation in the Nordic region, is
skeptical of Europe, opposes further EU integration, enlargement and the transfer of Sweden's
national sovereignty to the European Union. The party opposes the EU's regulations on
Swedish tax and internal affairs, calls for minimisation of the EU's influence in local political

Journal of Social Sciences December, 2022, Vol. 5



The Zafer Party's discourse on the European Union as an example of the European type right party in Turkiye 35

decision-making and stresses that the national sovereignty and cultural identity of European
nations should be given more priority than the EU's political ambitions [51]. However, the
Party refuses to join the Economic and Monetary Union by opposing the euro currency and
prefers the krone. It also aims to reduce Sweden's financial contributions to Brussels,
renegotiate Sweden's membership in the Schengen Agreement, and opposes Turkiye's
accession to the European Union [52]. Swedish Democrats support cooperation with the EU
to combat cross-border organised crime, illegal immigration, Islamism, terrorism and
environmental challenges, while opposing the creation of a federal United Europe. So much
so that the Party stated that because of the EU's failure to reform and seek to transform itself
into a Super-state, Sweden should immediately reconsider its membership through a
referendum [53]. Party leader Jimmy Akesson also declared his party's willingness to call a
referendum on EU membership and criticized the EU as a major corruption network [54].

Italy's Northern League (Lega Nord-LN), was founded in 1991, is also known as a
radical right party. The party criticizes and opposes the European Union. In fact, the Northern
League Party is the only party in the Italian Parliament that opposes the EU Constitution. The
party supports the Europe of the Regions more than the United States of Europe and argues
that Italy should leave the Euro. According to Roberto Marini, the Party is not a Eurosceptic,
but a new Europe. The party argues that a policy would be better within the framework of
the Europe of regions and peoples [55]. In this context, the Party has been in favour of the
direct election of the President of the European Commission by the people and the granting
of more powers to the European Parliament. Party Chairman Umberto Bossi, who took a harsh
stance against the EU in the first period of its establishment, softened this attitude over time
and demanded that reforms be made within the EU and that EU policies should not be
imposed on the member states [56].

In Poland Law and Justice Party (Prawo i Sprawiedliwosc-PIS), founded in 2001, barely
supports European integration. The party, which is adamantly opposed to a federal Europe
and the Euro, has emphasized in its discourses that the European Union should benefit Poland
[57]. In this sense, the Party, which holds the national sovereignty of the states above
everything else, argues that everything in the EU should be done by the national authorities
of the member states instead of the EU. The European policy of the Law and Justice Party,
which states that creating a Europe of nations would be more beneficial for both the EU and
the member states, is not fundamentally negative towards the EU. For the Law and Justice
Party, the Euro project benefits only the strongest economies with a flexible labour market,
modern export structure and sound public finances. Therefore, Poland is not currently ready
to join the Eurozone and it is unlikely that it will happen in the coming years. For this reason,
it opposes Poland's inclusion in the euro [58]. Party leader Jarostaw Kaczynski rejects the EU's
founding agreements, opposes the euro and argues that it will disappear if the EU does not
make fundamental reforms [59].

The Hungarian Civic Alliance (Magyar Polgari Szovetség-Fidesz), a right-wing populist
party in Hungary, is a party that is often critical of the EU and skeptical of the EU. Party leader
Victor Orban claimed that although he could not agree with the EU institutions, he was not
against EU values and was compatible with EU values. Over time, the EU's inability to
intervene early and constructively in emerging crises hardened its rhetoric and seriously
criticized the EU [60]. Another party in Hungary, Movement for a Better Hungary (Jobboldali
Ifjusagi Kozosség-JOBBIK), is known as a radical right party. While the party, founded in 2002,
initially described Hungary's EU membership as a failure and developed a discourse against
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the EU because it saw it as contrary to Hungary's national interest, since 2014 the party has
not used the concept of the radical right and has changed its policy against the EU. According
to Party Leader Peter Jakab, he said that if the necessary institutional changes and reforms
are made in the EU, the EU will be beneficial for everyone and Hungary can soon join the
Eurozone [61].

The Flemish Interest Party (Vlaams Belang-VB) is a Flemish nationalist, right-wing
populist political party in Belgium that is Eurosceptic, criticizing multiculturalism and
prioritizing Flemish interests and the confederal structure within the country. Pro-European
in order to preserve European cultural identity and cooperation between European states in
order to ensure and secure peace, the Party is opposed to a federal European Union.
Prioritizing the Europe of nations, the Party stressed that the Union should have a loose
structure that includes free trade agreements between states, saying that the EU lacks
democratic accountability and transparency. In other words, the Party has developed a policy
in favour of an EU of sovereign states that respects national sovereignty. Arguing that
Belgium should leave the Schengen area and the euro, which has become dysfunctional and
reduces the purchasing power of peoples, since the Schengen area increases crimes such as
smuggling, banditry, and eliminates border security, the Party said that Turkiye is not
European, that it is a different civilization and that it can never become a member of the EU [62].

The assessment of radical right parties in Europe is shown in Table 1. Accordingly, it
is seen that some radical right parties that are effective in the political platform in Europe
are generally anti-EU, Euro-sceptic, against the Euro and supporting the national sovereignty
of the member states. Apart from this, it is seen that each party has a number of different
discourses. According to Table 1, the Freedom Party of Austria, the Danish People's Party, the
Northern League, the Law and Justice Party and the Flemish Interests Party are opposed to a
Federal EU, do not want and do not want the EU to be centralized, and support an
intergovernmental EU. However, Table 1 shows that the Flemish Interests Party and the
National Unity Party are also against the Schengen area. It is found in their discourse that the
Party of True Finns and the Freedom Party are opposed to European integration, unlike other
parties. In addition, the National Unity Party has said that it does not want to leave the EU
and that they want to divide the EU from within with its policies. In Germany, the anti-EU
National Democratic Party of Germany says the EU is an economic burden for Germany, while
the Alternative for Germany Party says it wants to stay in the EU, albeit a Eurosceptic. Poland's
Law and Justice Party, Italy’'s Northern League and Hungary's Right-wing Youth Party have
said they are not against the EU if the necessary reforms are made within the EU. Another
party in Hungary, the Hungarian Citizens' Party, has said that although it is a Eurosceptic, it
is not against EU culture and EU values. The Northern League Party in Italy, the National
Unity Party in France and the Freedom Party in the Netherlands have said that they are
against the EU Constitution, unlike other parties. In addition, in France, the National Unity
Party stated that the EU was insufficient to meet the demands of the people. The Freedom
Party of Austria, the Swedish Democrats Party and the Flemish Interests Party have stressed
in their discourse that they are against Turkiye's EU membership. Among these parties, the
sharpest discourse on the EU was made by the Freedom Party in the Netherlands. Unlike other
political parties, the Freedom Party has stressed that poor countries are against EU
membership, that the European Parliament should be abolished and that the Dutch star
should be removed from the EU flag.
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Table 1

Radical right parties in Europe and the EU discourses
Party Name Country Discourse on the EU

Opposite the EU
Freedom Party of Austria Promotes national sovereignty
Austria Opposite the centralisation of the EU
Opposite Turkiye's EU membership
Eurosceptic
Promotes national sovereignty
Opposite a federal EU

Supports an intergovernmental EU

Opposite European integration

Promotes national sovereignty

Danish People's Party ~ Denmark

The Finns Finland Wants to leave the EU
Wants to leave the Euro
The EU does not meet the demands of the people
Opposite the Euro
Front National France Opposite the EU Constitution

Opposite the Schengen area
It does not want to leave the EU, but it aims to
break up the EU from within.
Opposite the EU membership of poor countries
Promotes national sovereignty
Opposite the EU Constitution
Euro-sceptic
Opposite European integration
Opposite the Euro
The European Parliament must be abolished
Dutch star should be removed from the EU flag
EU is an economic burden for Germany
National Democratic Promotes national sovereignty
Germany .
Party of Germany Opposite the Euro
Opposite the EU
Does not want to leave the EU
Alternative for Opposite the Euro
Germany .
Germany Party Euro-sceptic
Promotes national sovereignty
Opposite the EU
Golden Dawn Greece Opposite the Euro
Promotes national sovereignty
Euro-sceptic
Promotes national sovereignty
Swedish Democrats Sweden Opposite the Euro
Wants to leave the EU
Opposite Turkiye's EU membership

Party for Freedom Netherlands
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Continuation Table 1
Opposite a federal EU
Opposite the EU Constitution
Opposite the Euro
Promotes national sovereignty
Supports the intergovernmental EU
EU must reform
Opposite the Federal EU
Opposite the Euro
Law and Justice Poland Promotes national sovereignty
The party doesn't want to leave the EU if reforms
are made in the EU
Euro-sceptic
Criticises EU institutions
Supports the EU culture and values
Promotes national sovereignty
it opposed the EU (Changed)
If the necessary reforms are made, it is not against
the EU
Promotes national sovereignty
Supports Europe of Nations
Opposite the Federal EU
Flemish Interests Party  Belgium Opposite Turkiye's EU membership
Opposite the Euro
Opposite the Schengen area

Northern League Italy

Hungarian Civic Union  Hungary

The Hungarian Civic

Alliance Hungary

3. The Zafer Party as a Radical Right Party in Tiirkiye

The Zafer Party, founded by Umit Ozdag on 26 August 2021, is a political party
represented by one deputy in the Turkish Grand National Assembly (TGNA). The Zafer Party
which was founded with Mustafa Kemal Atatirk's understanding of Turkish nationalism [63],
acted with the claim that the ruling and opposition party was not effective enough in terms
of asylum and migration policy, corruption, economic policies, criticized them and was
established to find solutions to these problems [64]. The Zafer Party, which said that it would
defend the freedom, bread cause and sovereignty of the Turkish nation to the end,
emphasized that Turkiye should be united on the path shown by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk [2].

The Zafer Party, which has influenced Turkiye's agenda since its inception, is seen as
an example of radical right parties in Europe with its anti-refugee and xenophobia. According
to ilker Aytirk, academician at Bilkent University in Tlrkiye, the Zafer Party is the
representative of the radical right in Europe in Turkiye. According to Ayturk, although there
are extreme parties such as Islamists and nationalists in Turkiye, an extreme party similar to
the one in Europe has never been established. The Zafer Party has become an important
example in Turkiye [65]. Similarly, Berk Esen, academician at Sabanci University in Turkiye,
says that the Zafer Party is both a radical right and a populist party. According to him, the
Zafer Party puts the government and the opposition on the same side and criticizes them,
and on the other hand, it puts the people on the other side and presents itself as a savior for
the solution of the people's problems. It shows that it is a radical right party with its anti-
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immigrant and nationalism [66]. In Europe, the radical right parties in the Netherlands and
France and Germany are racist, anti-immigrant, xenophobic, anti-Turkish and anti-Islamic,
while the party's chairman Umit Ozdag is also anti-Arab and anti-Syrian. So much so that the
founding manifesto of the party is based on xenophobia and anti-refugee sentiment. In this
sense, Ozdag and his party are compared to the Front National in France, the Party for Freedom
in the Netherlands and the Alternative for Germany Party in Germany [67].

However, Murat Somer, academician at Ko¢ University in Turkiye, says that the Zafer
Party is similar to the radical right parties in Europe in terms of issue (refugee problem) and
method (fear and threat) [65]. Baki Laleoglu, researcher in Foundation for Political, Economic
and Social Research (SETA), also says that the Zafer Party is a radical right-wing party taken
from Europe and that it has taken their discourse and methods. Especially because of its
rhetoric on the immigrant problem, the Zafer Party acts like the radical right parties in Europe,
accusing the government and the opposition of acting together and criticizing them for not
finding solutions to the people's problems [68]. For example, he accused Kemal Kiligdaroglu,
the leader of the Republican People’s Party, the main opposition party in Turkiye, who said
he was cheaply racist on the immigration issue, of being feudal-minded like Saddam Hussein
[69]. Idil Karsit, freelance journalist and researcher based in Istanbul, also states that the
Zafer Party uses the migrant problem especially like the Golden Dawn in Greece and the Front
National in France, and says that it is the representative of Turkiye's migrant problem like the
radical right parties in Europe [70]. Laura Pitel from the Financial Times on the Zafer Party,
which has influenced the agenda especially with its discourses on the immigrant issue, has
also stated that the Party is a far-right party [71].

While the radical right parties in Europe are dealing with the migrant problem, on the
other hand, they are acting with a Euro-sceptic and anti-EU policy, saying that the problems
in Europe stem from the non-functionality of the EU. The Zafer Party similarly acts like the
radical right parties in Europe on the issue of EU and Turkiye's EU membership. According to
Umit Ozdag, leader of Zafer Party, the EU is not an organization to be simplified. A united
Europe and EU is a project that Europe wants to realize especially after the fall of the Roman
Empire and that it was only after the Second World War. He stated that the EU, which is an
important project for Europe, is experiencing economic, political, cultural, institutional and
social problems within itself and that it is facing difficulties in becoming a strong actor in
integration because of these problems [72]. For the Zafer Party, which examines Turkiye-EU
relations as well as the European Union, Turkiye-EU relations are as important for the EU as
they are for Turkiye. At the same time, according to the Zafer Party, it states that the ongoing
relations in the current situation are damaging both sides and that this situation is because
of the EU’'s own internal problems rather than Turkiye's failure to fulfill the necessary criteria
[2]. Moreover, according to Ozdag, the EU says that it is in favor of establishing an alternative
relationship with Turkiye that is not a full member because it is worried that Turkiye, which
has a different culture and identity, will disappear from its European identity if it becomes a
full member of the EU [72]. According to Ozdag, who does not believe in Tirkiye's full
membership to the EU and does not want the full membership process, Turkiye-EU relations
should operate on a healthy basis [73]. In a sense, Turkiye's EU membership goal should be
considered as a means for the realization of strategic goals rather than an objective [72]. If
this environment is provided, it will provide advantages not only for Turkiye and the EU, but
also for other regions. For this reason, Turkiye-EU relations should be removed from the
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current situation and put on a new ground, and instead of full membership, an economic-
based relationship that will benefit both sides should be established [74].

The Zafer Party says that no matter what happens, Turkiye will not become a member
of the EU. Ozdag, the leader of the party, says that Tiirkiye was deceived and stalled about
full membership after it became a candidate country for the EU in 1999 [75]. At the same
time, Ozdag states that he does not believe that Tiirkiye will become a member of the EU,
that problems such as the Kurdish problem, economic problems and migration problems are
put in front of Turkiye, that Turkiye is a buffer country for the EU [76] and that everyone who
is honest knows this [77]. Because if Turkiye joins the EU, Turkiye may cause decisions to be
taken that will seriously affect the EU decision-making mechanism and institutional structure
with the effect of population density. In fact, this will harm the policy of federalization of the
EU that the EU has been trying to establish since the beginning. For this reason, the EU will
have a negative view of Turkiye's EU membership without becoming a federal superpower
and without taking Tirkiye under its control within this structure [72]. Ozdag, who stated in
a program that the EU has a despicable policy towards Turkiye and that Turkiye will never
become a member of the EU, states that those who claim that Turkiye will become an EU
member by making concessions especially in Cyprus are betraying the country and that saying
that Tirkiye will become a member of the EU is nothing but deceiving the public [78]. Ozdag
said that Turkiye, which has a very long history, does not need the EU and should raise its
standards, and that Turkiye should introduce itself to Europe and the EU, and for this reason,
it needs a strong public diplomacy [79].

Table 2
Zafer party's discourse on the EU
Discourses

Not a keen Euro-sceptic

The EU is not a simple organisation

An important organization that integrated Europe after the fall of the Roman Empire
Recently, the EU has started to lose its former importance because it is experiencing
problems within itself

Rather against the current Turkiye-EU relations

Turkiye’s inability to fulfill the necessary criteria for EU membership stems from the EU's
internal problems

Turkiye's full membership to the EU is impossible

Turkiye does not need the EU

Instead of full membership, an economically-based relationship should be established that
benefits both sides.

4. Conclusions

From the 1980s onwards, radical right-wing parties increased their influence in Europe
and towards the end of the 1990s, they increased their vote share and acted under the
pretense of being the people's spokesperson. Radical right-wing parties, which generally say
that they are opposite the European integration, the EU and a federal EU, have developed
anti-foreigner and anti-immigrant policies and stated that if they come to power, they will
take their countries out of the EU. The fact that these parties have increased their vote share
both within their countries and in the European Parliament over time, although they are
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insufficient on their own to change the decision-making mechanism of the EU, has led center-
right parties to develop policies that include the discourse of radical right parties in order to
increase their vote share and come to power. Because of this situation, in the EU, which was
established after World War Il and achieved great success, it has brought with it the concern
of the deterioration of harmony and the dissolution of the EU.

Although it is known that negative discourses about the EU in Turkiye are also voiced
by some conservative and leftist political parties, the recently established Zafer Party in
Turkish political life has put forward similar discourses with radical right parties in Europe.
The Zafer Party, a nationalist party, has acted with a different discourse on the immigrant
problem in Turkiye with its anti-foreigner and anti-immigrant rhetoric, and has said that it is
the spokesperson of the people in Turkiye, just like the radical right parties in Europe.

The Zafer Party, which does not have a discourse directly opposite the EU, acts on a
discourse on Turkiye-EU relations. Saying that the values of the European Union and the EU
are important for both Tirkiye and European countries, the Zafer Party opposes the ongoing
Turkiye-EU relations. Stating that such a relationship harms both the EU and Turkiye, the
Zafer Party says that Turkiye can never be a member of the EU no matter what, that the EU
has deceived and stalled Turkiye, and that if they come to power, they will propose a
relationship model based on economic basis instead of Turkiye's full membership to the EU.
The Zafer Party believes that such a model of relations would be more beneficial for both
Turkiye and the EU.

With the program, statute, manifesto and speeches, discourses and policies of the
party's Chairman Umit Ozdag, it is seen that the Zafer Party is the first example of radical
right parties in Turkiye. It is seen that the Zafer Party has been on Turkiye's agenda in a short
time with these discourses and policies. Although it states that it is not racist and does not
oppose foreigners and immigrants, it is seen that the Zafer Party follows an anti-immigrant
and anti-foreigner policy, just like the radical right parties in Europe, and that this opposition
is cultural rather than biological, and that it disrupts the harmony and order in Turkiye
because of immigrants. In the general elections to be held in Turkiye in 2023, it is also curious
how many votes it will receive and how successful it will be.

Acknowledgments. The contribution rate of the authors in this study is equal. No
funding was received for this study.

Conflicts of Interest. The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Lane, J.E.; Preker, A. M. Political Parties, Coalitions and Democracy. Open Journal of Political Science 2018, (8),
pp. 447-466.

2. Zafer Party. Zafer Party’s Programme. Ankara, 2021, pp. 3-7. [In Turkish].

3. Hainsworht, P. The Politics of the Extreme Right: From the Margins to the Mainstream. Biddles Academy: Pinter,
the US, 2000, pp. 13-17.

4., Falter, J. W.; Schumanni S. Affinity, Towards Right Wing Extremism in Western Europe. West European Politics
1998, 11(2), pp. 96-110.

5. Ozkirimli, U. Theories of Nationalism: A Critical Introduction. Palgrave: London, UK, 2000, p. 22.

6. Yilmaz, A. Ethnic Discrimination: Turkey, England, France, Spain. Vadi Publisher: istanbul, TR, 1994, p. 20. [In
Turkish].

7. Ramalingam, V. Far-Right Extremism: Trend and Methods for Response and Prevention. Institute for Strategic
Dialogue Policy Brief 2012, (1), pp. 1-29.

Journal of Social Sciences December, 2022, Vol. 5



42 E. Y. Akcay, H. E. Denis

8. Zuquete, J. P. The European Extreme-Right and Islam: New Directions? Journal of Political ideologies 2008,
13(3), pp. 321-344.

9. Tas, M. Racism in Europe. imge Publishing: Ankara, TR, 1999, p. 37.

10. Uzuncayir, C. The Nativist ldeology of the European Extreme Right: From Antisemitism to Islamophobia.
Muhafazakar Diistince Dergisi 2021, 17(60), pp.164-186. [In Turkish].

11. Ultan, M. O. Prevention of lllegal Migration and Country Practices in the European Union. Nobel Akademik:
Ankara, TR, 2016, p. 77. [In Turkish].

12. Mudde, C. Populist Radical Right Parties in Europe. Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, UK, 2007, p. 33.

13. Arzheimer, K. Contextual Factors and the Extreme Right Vote in Western Europe 1980-2002. American Journal
of Political Science 2009, 53(2), pp. 259-275.

14. Golder, M. Far Right Parties in Europe. Annual Review of Political Science 2016, 16, pp. 477-497.

15 Macridis, R. C. Contemporary Political Ideologies, Movements and Regimes. Scott Foresman Company: Glenview,
Scotland, 1989, pp. 13-16.

16. Noi Unver, A. Rising Nationalism in Europe. 1Q Kiltlr Sanat Publihing, TR, 2007, p. 80. [In Turkish].

17. Oner, S. The Rise of Far Right in Europe, New ‘Othering’ of Immigrants and Turkey’s EU Membership. Ankara
Review of European Studies 2017, 13(1), pp. 163-184. [In Turkish].

18. Uzungayir, C. European Extreme Right: From Anti-Immigration Policies to the Islamophobia. Marmara
University Journal of Political Sciences 2014, 2(2), pp. 131-147. [In Turkish].

19. Guibernau, M. Nationalism: The Nation-State and Nationalism in Twentieth Century. Politiy Press: Cambridge,
UK, 1996, p. 74.

20. Mudde, C. The Populist Zeitgeist. Government Opposition 2004, 39(4), pp. 541-563.

21. Kallis, A. The Rise of the Radical Right in Europe. SETA 2015, (119), pp. 1-26. [In Turkish].

22. Miiller, J. W. What is Populism. iletisim Publishing: istanbul, TR, 2017, p. 45. [In Turkish].

23. Howard, M. M. Can Populism be Suppressed in a Democracy. East European Politics and Societies 2001, 14(2),
pp. 18-32.

24. Maurizio, F. The Boundaries of Welfare; European Integration and the New Spatial Politics of Social Protection.
Oxford University Press: Oxford, UK, 2005, p. 57.

25. Ilgar, I. Old Man Europe. 1Q Kiiltiir ve Sanat Publishing: istanbul, TR, 2008, p. 72. [In Turkish].

26. Surface, J. Public Opinion and Immigration in the European Union. European Union Studies Association Public
Opinion and Participation 2016, (11), pp. 1-7.

27. Gillingham, J. European Integration, 1950-2003: Superstate or New Market Economy. Cambridge University
Press: Cambridge, UK, 2003, p. 61.

28. FPO. Party Programme of the Freedom Party of Austria (FPO).
https://www.fpoe.at/themen/parteiprogramm/parteiprogramm-englisch/ (accessed on 10 June 2022).

29. Boztepe, K. The Unstoppable Rise of the Far Right in Austria. Journal of Sociology 1997, (7), pp. 95-102. [In
Turkish].

30. BBC..Austrian Far-Right Leader Hofer Against Leaving EU. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-
36747304 (accessed on 8 April 2022).

31. Danish People’s Party. Work Programme 2001.
http://www.danskfolkeparti.dk/Principprogram_andre_sprog.asp (accessed on 1 June 2022).

32.Levanti, N. M. Denmark in the European Union: A What With Mep Morten Messerschmidt.
http://www.europeanpublicaffairs.eu/denmark-in-the-european-union-a-chat-with-mep-morten-
messerschmidt/ (accessed on 1 August 2022).

33. Finns Party. European Union Policy. Perus Press: Helsinki, Finland, 2019, p. 6.

34. Rosendahl, J. and Forsell, T. Presidential Hopeful Wants Finland Out of EU, Says Nationalists Will Bounce
Back. https;//www.reuters.com/article/us-finland-eurosceptics/presidential-hopeful-wants-finland-out-of-
eu-says-nationalists-will-bounce-back-idUSKBN1E722V (accessed on 30 June 2022).

35. Tales, M. Riikka Purra Seeks to Lead the Perussuomalaiset Party on Islamophobic and Anti-EU Soundbites.
Populism and Economic Ruin?. https://www.migranttales.net/riikka-purra-seeks-to-lead-the-
perussuomalaiset-party-on-islamophobic-and-anti-eu-soundbites-populism-or-economic-ruin/ (accessed on
18 June 2022).

36. Elmas, F.; Kutlay, M. The Danger Awaiting Europe: The Rise of the Far Right. USAK Analysis 2011, (11), pp. 1-
24. [Inn Turkish].

37. Vardar, D. From the Far Right to the Populist Radical Right: The Case of France. Baglam Publishing: istanbul,
TR, 2004, p. 39. [In Turkish].

Journal of Social Sciences December, 2022, Vol. 5


https://www.fpoe.at/themen/parteiprogramm/parteiprogramm-englisch/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36747304
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36747304
http://www.danskfolkeparti.dk/Principprogram_andre_sprog.asp
http://www.europeanpublicaffairs.eu/denmark-in-the-european-union-a-chat-with-mep-morten-messerschmidt/
http://www.europeanpublicaffairs.eu/denmark-in-the-european-union-a-chat-with-mep-morten-messerschmidt/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-finland-eurosceptics/presidential-hopeful-wants-finland-out-of-eu-says-nationalists-will-bounce-back-idUSKBN1E722V
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-finland-eurosceptics/presidential-hopeful-wants-finland-out-of-eu-says-nationalists-will-bounce-back-idUSKBN1E722V
https://www.migranttales.net/riikka-purra-seeks-to-lead-the-perussuomalaiset-party-on-islamophobic-and-anti-eu-soundbites-populism-or-economic-ruin/
https://www.migranttales.net/riikka-purra-seeks-to-lead-the-perussuomalaiset-party-on-islamophobic-and-anti-eu-soundbites-populism-or-economic-ruin/

The Zafer Party's discourse on the European Union as an example of the European type right party in Turkiye 43

38. Shields, J. The Extreme Right in France: From Pétain to Le Pen. Routledge: New York, US, 2007, pp. 23-27.

39. European Movement International. Europe in France: Top 5 French Political Party Programmes.
https://europeanmovement.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Europe-Paragraphs-in-French-Election-
Programmes.pdf (accessed on 8 June 2022).

40. Henley, J.; Rankin, J. Frexit in All But Name: What a Marine Le Pen Win Would Mean for EU.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/15/frexit-what-marine-le-pen-win-mean-eu (accessed on 17
June 2022).

41. Dukanovic, D. Populist Parties in Selected European Countries. University of Turku Press: Turku, Finland, 2014,
p. 38.

42. PVV. Party Program. https://www.pvv.nl (accessed on 17 May 2022).

43. BBC. Geert Wilders: EU is More or Less Dead. https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-36625921 (accessed on
9 April 2022).

44, Atikkan, Z. Europe is Mine: The Rise of the Far Right in Western Europe. Metis Publishing: istanbul, TR, 2014,
p. 56. [In Turkish].

45, Scally, D. Neo-Nazi Hipsters Ready to Exploit Germany’s Migrant Crisis.
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/neo-nazi-hipsters-ready-to-exploit-germany-s-migrant-
crisis-1.2448012 (accessed on 18 July 2022).

46. Kolku, Z. A New Formation in German Politics: Alternative Party for Germany. EuroPolitika 2016, (2), pp. 58-
61. [In Turkish]

47.Ma, A. Germany's Far-Right Party Surged to Its Best Election Result Since the Nazis — Meet Marine Le Pen-
Like Leader Alice Weidel. https://www.businessinsider.com/germany-afd-alice-weidel-everything-you-need-
to-know-2017-9 (accessed on 9 July 2022).

48. Verney, S. Waking the ‘Sleeping Giant’ or Expressing Domestic Dissent? Mainstreaming Euroscepticism in
Crisis-Stricken Greece. International Political Science Review 2015, 36(3), pp. 279-295.

49. Dinas, E.; Rori L. The 2012 Greek Parliamentary Elections: Fear and Loathing in the Polls. West European
Politics 2013, 36(1), pp. 270-282.

50. Tsirbas, Y. The January 2015 Parliamentary Election in Greece: Government Change Partial Punishment and
Hesitant Stabilization. South European Society and Politics 2015, 21(4), pp. 1-20.

51. SD. ATill O. https;//sd.se/a-o/ (accessed on 27 July 2022)

52.Euractiv.  Socialists  Win by Landslide in Sweden as Voters Punish  Governing
Parties.https://www.euractiv.com/section/eu-elections-2014/news/socialists-win-by-landslide-in-sweden-
as-voters-punish-governing-parties/ (accessed on 4 June 2022).

53. SD. A Real Foreign Policy. https://sd.se/vad-vi-vill/utrikespolitik/ (accessed on 18 July 2022).

54. Scarsi, A: EU on the Brink: Sweden's Eurosceptic Opposition Leader to Call for SWEXIT
Referendum.https:;//www.express.co.uk/news/world/976470/sweden-eu-referendum-european-union-
membership-sweden-democrats-Jimmie-Akesson-brexit (accessed on 24 July 2022).

55. Arisoy, A. Northern Regionalism in Italy and the Northern League. Ege Strategic Research Journal 2010, 1(7),
pp. 26-44. [In Turkish].

56. Colak, E. The Reactive 5 Star Movement Shaking Italian Politics. https;//www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/italyan-
siyasetini-sarsan-tepkisel-5-yildiz-hareketi/1083991 (accessed on 1 June 2022).

57. Szczerbiak, A.; Taggart, P. Opposing Europe?: The Comparative Party Politics of Euroscepticism Case Studies and
Country Surveys. Oxford University Press: Oxford, UK, 2008, pp. 34-36.

58. Szydlo, J. Providing Opportunities for Everyone 2015: Effective State High-Growth Economy. Sobieski
Institute: Warsaw, Poland, 2015, p. 38.

59. Gaqulski, L. Kaczynski Says EU Treaties Have Been Rejected by EU Institutions.
https://www.thefirstnews.com/article/kaczynski-says-eu-treaties-have-been-rejected-by-eu-institutions-
26926 (accessed on 10 June 2022)

60. Gotev, G. Orban, Le Pen, Salvini, Kaczynski Join Forces to Impact on the Future of EU.
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/orban-le-pen-salvini-kaczynski-join-forces-to-impact-on-
the-future-of-eu/ (accessed on 14 June 2022).

61. Kroet, C. Hungary's Far-Right Jobbik Says Leaving EU No Longer on the Agenda.
https://www.politico.eu/article/hungarys-far-right-jobbik-leader-gabor-vonasays-leaving-eu-no-longer-on-
the-agenda/ (accessed on 9 June 2022).

62. Vlaams Belang. Party Program. https:;//www.vlaamsbelang.org/programma/ (accessed on 12 July 2022).

Journal of Social Sciences December, 2022, Vol. 5


https://europeanmovement.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Europe-Paragraphs-in-French-Election-Programmes.pdf
https://europeanmovement.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Europe-Paragraphs-in-French-Election-Programmes.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/15/frexit-what-marine-le-pen-win-mean-eu
https://www.pvv.nl/
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-36625921
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/neo-nazi-hipsters-ready-to-exploit-germany-s-migrant-crisis-1.2448012
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/neo-nazi-hipsters-ready-to-exploit-germany-s-migrant-crisis-1.2448012
https://www.businessinsider.com/germany-afd-alice-weidel-everything-you-need-to-know-2017-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/germany-afd-alice-weidel-everything-you-need-to-know-2017-9
https://sd.se/a-o/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eu-elections-2014/news/socialists-win-by-landslide-in-sweden-as-voters-punish-governing-parties/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eu-elections-2014/news/socialists-win-by-landslide-in-sweden-as-voters-punish-governing-parties/
https://sd.se/vad-vi-vill/utrikespolitik/
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/976470/sweden-eu-referendum-european-union-membership-sweden-democrats-Jimmie-Akesson-brexit
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/976470/sweden-eu-referendum-european-union-membership-sweden-democrats-Jimmie-Akesson-brexit
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/italyan-siyasetini-sarsan-tepkisel-5-yildiz-hareketi/1083991
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/italyan-siyasetini-sarsan-tepkisel-5-yildiz-hareketi/1083991
https://www.thefirstnews.com/article/kaczynski-says-eu-treaties-have-been-rejected-by-eu-institutions-26926
https://www.thefirstnews.com/article/kaczynski-says-eu-treaties-have-been-rejected-by-eu-institutions-26926
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/orban-le-pen-salvini-kaczynski-join-forces-to-impact-on-the-future-of-eu/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/orban-le-pen-salvini-kaczynski-join-forces-to-impact-on-the-future-of-eu/
https://www.politico.eu/article/hungarys-far-right-jobbik-leader-gabor-vonasays-leaving-eu-no-longer-on-the-agenda/
https://www.politico.eu/article/hungarys-far-right-jobbik-leader-gabor-vonasays-leaving-eu-no-longer-on-the-agenda/
https://www.vlaamsbelang.org/programma/

44 E. Y. Akcay, H. E. Denis

63. Zafer Party. Zafer Party’s Statute. https://zaferpartisi.org.tr/parti-tuzugu/ (accessed on 2 July 2022). [In
Turkish].

64. Habererk. Umit Ozdag Announced the Declaration of the Founding of the Zafer Party One by One!.
https://www.habererk.com/zafer-partisi-kurulus-bildirgesini-umit-ozdag-tek-tek-acikladi (accessed on 16
June 2022). [In Turkish].

65. Habercitv. Has Right Populism in Europe Spread to Turkey?. https://habercitv.net/avrupadaki-sag-
populizm-turkiyeye-mi-sicradi/ (accessed on 16 June 2022). [In Turkish]

66. Esen, B. Joint Candidate Issue. https://www.politikyol.com/ortak-aday-meselesi/ (accessed on 3 June 2022).
[In Turkish]

67. Yeni  Safak.  Turkey's  Wilders:  Psychological  Warfare  Specialist ~ Umit  Ozdag.
https://www.yenisafak.com/gundem/turkiyenin-wildersi-psikolojik-harp-uzmani-umit-ozdag-3818389
(accessed on 4 July 2022). [In Turkish]

68. Laleoglu, B. Opposition and Xenophobic Populism in Turkey. https;//kriterdergi.com/siyaset/turkiyede-
muhalefet-ve-zenofobik-populizm (accessed on 1 July 2022). [In Turkish].

69. YouTube. Tough Discussion Between Umit Ozdag and Kemal Kilicdaroglu! They Are Into Each Other!.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSIOwzjACAIl (accessed on 18 July 2022). [In Turkish].

70. Karsit, 1. Turkey’'s Far Right Has Already Won. https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/07/12/turkeys-far-right-has-
already-won/ (accessed on 7 July 2022).

71. Pitel, L. Tension Over Turkey’s 4mn Refugees Nears Boiling Point. https://www.ft.com/content/06890cb5-
db99-4eb6-b42d-75253e547d42 (accessed on 9 June 2022).

72. Ozdag, U. Turkey-European Union Relations: A Geopolitical Analysis. Asam Publishing: Ankara, TR, 2003, p. 30.
[In Turkish].

73. Sancak, H. Attack on Ukraine is Unacceptable, It Will Not Bring Success to Russia.
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/avrupa/ukraynaya-saldiri-kabul-edilemez-rusyaya-basari-getirmez-42012875
(accessed on 24 June 2022). [In Turkish].

74. Zafer Party. Zafer Party’s Founding Manifesto. Ankara, TR, 2021, p. 5. [In Turkish].

75. YouTube. 0Ozdag: Europe Fooled Turkey Once Again. https;//www.youtube.com/watch?v=03laSaBOubM
(accessed on 7 July 2022). [In Turkish].

76.Tasam. 0zdad: There are different issues that prevent Turkey's accession to the EU.
https://tasam.org/Files/PDF/Raporlar/ABS_OzetRapor_TR_s_pdf 0941315d-abf4-429a-9d6a-
94bad97d8c36.pdf (accessed on 11 July 2022). [In Turkish].

77. Alas, E. Umit Ozdag: (EU Membership) Everyone Honestly Says It Will Not Happen.
https://t24.com.tr/haber/umit-ozdag-ab-uyeligi-bunun-olmayacagini-durust-olan-herkes-gayet-acik-bir-
sekilde-soyluyor,550900 (accessed on 2 May 2022). [In Turkish].

78. 0zdag, U. From 1999 Helsinki Summit to December 2004 Cyprus and Aegean. Baskent University Center for
Strategic Studies Panel. Baskent University Publishing: Ankara, TR, 2004, p. 7. [In Turkish].

79. Tarafsiz Bélge. Umit 0Ozdag: The EU Has a Vile Policy Against Turkey.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lo_LmoQiqg8 (accessed on 14 July 2022). [In Turkish].

Citation: Akcay, E. Y.; Denis, H. E. The Zafer Party's discourse on the European Union as an example of the
European type right party in Turkiye. Journal of Social Sciences 2022, 5(4), pp. 29-44.
https://doi.org/10.52326/jss.utm.2022.5(4).13.

Publisher’s Note: JSS stays neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and
institutional affiliations.

Copyright:© 2022 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms
and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

Submission of manuscripts: jes@meridian.utm.md

Journal of Social Sciences December, 2022, Vol. 5


https://zaferpartisi.org.tr/parti-tuzugu/
https://www.habererk.com/zafer-partisi-kurulus-bildirgesini-umit-ozdag-tek-tek-acikladi
https://habercitv.net/avrupadaki-sag-populizm-turkiyeye-mi-sicradi/
https://habercitv.net/avrupadaki-sag-populizm-turkiyeye-mi-sicradi/
https://www.politikyol.com/ortak-aday-meselesi/
https://www.yenisafak.com/gundem/turkiyenin-wildersi-psikolojik-harp-uzmani-umit-ozdag-3818389
https://kriterdergi.com/siyaset/turkiyede-muhalefet-ve-zenofobik-populizm
https://kriterdergi.com/siyaset/turkiyede-muhalefet-ve-zenofobik-populizm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSIOwzjACAI
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/07/12/turkeys-far-right-has-already-won/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/07/12/turkeys-far-right-has-already-won/
https://www.ft.com/content/06890cb5-db99-4eb6-b42d-75253e547d42
https://www.ft.com/content/06890cb5-db99-4eb6-b42d-75253e547d42
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/avrupa/ukraynaya-saldiri-kabul-edilemez-rusyaya-basari-getirmez-42012875
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03laSaBOubM
https://tasam.org/Files/PDF/Raporlar/ABS_OzetRapor_TR_s_pdf_0941315d-abf4-429a-9d6a-94bad97d8c36.pdf
https://tasam.org/Files/PDF/Raporlar/ABS_OzetRapor_TR_s_pdf_0941315d-abf4-429a-9d6a-94bad97d8c36.pdf
https://t24.com.tr/haber/umit-ozdag-ab-uyeligi-bunun-olmayacagini-durust-olan-herkes-gayet-acik-bir-sekilde-soyluyor,550900
https://t24.com.tr/haber/umit-ozdag-ab-uyeligi-bunun-olmayacagini-durust-olan-herkes-gayet-acik-bir-sekilde-soyluyor,550900
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Io_lmoQiqg8
mailto:jes@meridian.utm.md

