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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT 
Keywords: This paper examines the material damage caused to the owner of the property as a result of 

the violation of the design rules. This phenomenon was observed by the authors participating 
in the period 2018-2021 in the assessment of over 500 construction projects of residential 
blocks on the territory of the Republic of Moldova. In about 50% was found a violation of 
lighting regulations. Through this study, we aimed to investigate the ways to assess the extent 
of the damage caused by the reduction of the level of daylight lighting in residential buildings 
in the specific conditions of the real estate market in the Republic of Moldova. This paper 
aims to: Identify the legislative and normative framework that regulates the process of 
ascertaining the damage caused to the owner of the residential real estate following the 
reduction of the level of sunshine and natural lighting; Determine the consequences of 
reducing the level of sunshine and natural lighting for residential buildings; Propose methods 
for estimating the material damage caused to the owner of the damaged real estate under 
the conditions of the Republic of Moldova. 
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1. Introduction 
Architects consider light an essential element of 
design in the planning process. “Natural and artificial 
light illuminate architecture as a whole or in detail, 
creating atmospheric moods and enabling the optimal 
use of space. The demands for lighting planning are as 
diverse as the expectations and needs of users. For 
example, those working on computers require a glare-
free and generally bright environment, while 
watchmakers or goldsmiths need targeted lighting. In 
commercial settings, lighting moods and colors are 
adjusted according to the product presented, whereas 
in cinemas or cozy cafés, soft and pleasantly warm 
light is required” (Skowranek, 2017). 
 Doctors examine light as a necessary condition for 

ensuring a comfortable human life (Baggerly et al., 
2015; Light Therapies …, 2018). Insufficient light in 
living rooms can lead to the following problems: 
irritability and fear, headaches, decreased work 
capacity, fatigue, insomnia, stinging and red eyes; 
exacerbation of chronic diseases. In the case of 
insufficient lighting, children suffer the most; when 
they have to do their homework, read, play, or use 
gadgets in the wrong light, they may develop visual 
impairments. 
 From an urban and constructive point of view, the 
natural lighting of the rooms is examined depending 
on the lighting climate, which represents the “totality 
of natural lighting conditions in one or another 
locality (illuminance and amount of illuminance on the 
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Violation of the rules of sunshine and daylight 
harms the person's heritage and non-heritage rights. 
The heritage damage includes the real damage 
suffered, in particular the reduction in the value of the 
real estate and, possibly, the lost profit. The non-
heritage damage (non-pecuniary damage) is 
conditioned by the mental suffering generated by the 
violation of the right to intimate, family, and private 
life, as well as the diminution of the quality of life by 
the formation, over time, of an environment 
detrimental to human health. 

The modality of estimating the material damage 
recommended by the authors will allow a correct and 
justified assessment in condition of the Republic of 
Moldovaf the amount of compensation requested by 
the owner of the affected property. 
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