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Cele mai recente perspective din domeniul discursului istoric si
antropologic se referd la promovarea unei imagini novatoare asu-
pra trecutului, dar si realizarea unor previziuni in raport cu gradul
de fezabilitate a reformelor sociale, avand in vedere modurile in
care oamenii percep lumea inconjuratoare, cum se vad ei insisi, pe
ceilalti, precum si sistemul de valori in functie de care 1si mode-
leaza atitudini, comportamente si reactii. In acest articol evidentiem
importanta cercetdrii mentalitatilor colective ca demers esential in
cunoasterea si intelegerea lumii contemporane, a carei transformari
decisive sunt legate de schimbari in sistemul de valori existente, de
atitudinea omului contemporan fata de aceste valori, precum si ne-
cesitatea de a reflecta asupra urmatoarelor intrebari: de ce intr-o so-
cietate datd, la un moment istoric determinat, unele credinte, valori,
norme si categorii de persoane influenteazd mai puternic decat altele
si cum aratd continutul normelor si criteriilor valorice ce ghideaza
comportamentul cotidian al oamenilor? De asemenea, ne propunem
sa analizam rolul valorilor general-umane si al valorilor europene, in
particular, in modelarea mentalitatii tinerilor din Republica Moldo-
va, intr-o societate in continud tranzitie spre democratie. Or, valorile
reprezintd ,,nucleul dur al mentalitétilor”, iar cercetarea imaginarului
poate duce la o mai bund intelegere a diferentelor culturale, la identi-
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ficarea unor valori comune, dar si la cresterea gradului de solidaritate
sociala, atat la nivel national cat si la cel global.

The latest perspectives in the field of historical and anthropolo-
gical discourse refer to the promotion of an innovative image of the
past, but also to make predictions regarding the feasibility of social
reforms, given the ways in which people perceive the world aro-
und them, how they see themselves, others, as well as the system
of values according to which they model their attitudes, behaviors
and reactions. Emerging from this, in this article we highlight the
importance of researching collective mentalities as an essential step
in knowing and understanding the contemporary world, whose de-
cisive transformations are related to changes in the existing value
system, the attitude of contemporary man towards these values, and
the need to reflect on the following questions: why in a given soci-
ety, at a given historical moment, do some beliefs, values, norms
and categories of people influence more strongly than others and
what does the content of norms and value criteria that guide people’s
daily behavior look like? We also aim to analyze the role of general
human values and the European values, in particular, in shaping the
mentality of young people in the Republic of Moldova, in a society
in continuous transition to democracy. Or values represent the ,,hard
core of mentalities”, and the research of the imaginary can lead to
a better understanding of cultural differences, to the identification
of common values, but also to the increase of social solidarity, both
nationally and globally.
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