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Abstract: The circular economy is a model of production and consumption that involves 

sharing, reusing, repairing, renovating and recycling existing materials and products as much as 

possible. In this way, the product life cycle is extended. In practice, this involves minimizing waste. 

When a product reaches the end of its life, the materials from which it is made are kept in the 

economy whenever possible. They can be used again and again, thus creating additional value. 

The ultimate goal of the circular economy is the well-being of the population. The European 

Union produces more than 2.5 billion tons of waste annually. It is currently updating its waste 

management legislation to promote the transition to a more sustainable model known as the circular 

economy. 

 The circular economy deviates from the traditional, linear economic model, which is based on 

a take-do-consume-throw model. This model is based on large amounts of cheap, easily accessible 

materials and energy. Also, part of this model is wear programming - designing a product to have a 

limited lifespan to encourage consumers to buy a new one. The European Parliament has called for 

measures to combat this practice. This paper aims to uncover the connection between the population 

welfare growth and the implementation of circular economy practices. 

Keywords: circular economy, population welfare, traditional economic model, production and 

consumption model, Republic of Moldova, European Union. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN DEVELOPING CIRCULAR  

ECONOMY-FRIENDLY GOODS AND SERVICES FOR CHILDREN 
 

Mihail CIOBANU, PhD stud., scient.researcher 

National Institute for Economic Research, Republic of Moldova 

 

Abstract: Using the traditional linear economy model which follows a ”take-make-dispose” 

process pattern has contributed to numerous issues of ecological, economic and social order, the 

aggregation of which prompted the development of a new paradigm in the economic system that will 

focus on the reuse and/or return the waste in the production process - the circular economy, which 

has a circular process pattern ”take-make-use-repair/reuse-recycle/return-make”. By implementing 

this new model and by developing circular economy-friendly goods and services the shortcomings 

of the traditional linear model can be reduced by creating less pollution, new jobs, reducing the 

dependence on raw materials supply, stimulating innovations, making changes in the demand.  

One of the target groups of the developers of circular economy-friendly goods and services 

which is very important not only in short-term, but especially in the long-term development of this 

new model, is the children. The reason behind targeting this group is not only the extension of the 

customer base by targeting another group of people, but also the developing of a circular economy-

friendly mindset in the younger generations, from where stems the purpose of this paper, which is to 

present the diversity of the goods and services that are oriented towards children and that are 

developed in the framework of the circular economy paradigm in different world countries. 
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